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The  accompanying  report  is  a very  condensed  summary  of  the  routine 
work  undertaken  by  the  School  Medical  Inspectors  and  School  Dentists  in 
the  Elementary  Schools  during  the  17th  round  and  in  the  Secondary  Schools 
during  the  5th  round,  and  by  the  Nurses  in  the  Elementary  Schools.  It 
includes  notes  on  the  progress  in  treatment  and  on  a few  special  matters 
such  as  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland,  respiratory  catarrh  and  the  use 
of  the  baths  at  Tewkesbury  by  children,  which  appear  to  be  of  general 
interest. 

« 

The  facilities  for  treatment  under  the  scheme  were  enlarged  by  the 
opening  of  an  Out-Station  in  the  populous  neighbourhood  oh  the  outskirts 
of  Bristol  in  October  1925,  and  it  is  hoped  that  one  will  be  established  shortly 
at  Moreton-in-the-Marsh  : there  are,  however,  large  tracts  of  the  County 
without  these  special  facilities.  The  scope  of  treatment  has  also  been  very 
slightly  enlarged  by  the  development  of  orthopaedic  work  and  the  inclusion 
of  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland.  Apart,  however,  from  these  extensions, 
there  has  been  increasing  advantage  taken  of  the  scheme,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  condensed  summary  given  on  page  1 4 . 

Tt  is  satisfactory  that  Nurse  Smith  has  been  able  to  report  so  favourably 
on  the  use  made  of  the  baths  by  school  children  at  Tewkesbury,  but  it  is 
unfortunate  that  similar  opportunities  are  not  available  for  other  parts  of 
the  County. 


The  Cleansing  Station  at  Stroud  has  proved  very  successful,  not  so  much 
from  the  numbers  of  children  for  which  it  was  used  as  on  account  of  the 
moral  effect  on  the  parents  and  the  satisfactory  relations  with  them  estab- 
lished by  Nurse  Sambrooke. 

The  increasing  proportions  of  acceptances  of  dental  treatment  shows  that 
the  School  Dentists  have  gained  the  confidence  of  the  parents. 

That  the  work,  of  which  these  reports  are  the  periodic  records,  is  carried 
out  so  smoothly  is  of  itself  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  large  numbers 
of  persons  associated  in  it  perform  their  respective  shares,  and  the  doctors, 
dentists  and  nurses  all  appreciate  the  assistance  given  1o  them  by  the  teachers. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

■T.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


Cigliterntf)  Annual  Eeport 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Staff. 

bee“  “?  ehallgc  in  the  Medical  Staff 
smoe  19f  and  lt  s*«U  consists  of  two  whole- time  Inspectors  (a 
iiian  and  a woman)  and  three  doctors,  who  are  also  Medical 
Othcers  of  Health  for  their  respective  areas.  The  services  of  the 
tWH  "-‘lele-time  officers  are  sufficient  to  cover  the  routine  work 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  but  leave  little  marcin 
Oi  special  examinations  such  as  those  w ith  respect  to  goitre  or 
ic  anthropometric  survey  of  selected  groups  now  being  made  by 
| J.ake-  at Iigt1  more  than  one  quarter  of  the  time  of  each 

whole- time  School  Medical  inspector  is  now  spent  in  the  Secondary 


n.  • r ^ the  policy  of  taking  as  full  advantage  as 

possible  of  the  District  Nurses  available  in  the  County  was 
adopted,  io  ensure  co-ordination  of  the  work  and  to  give 
assistance  to  the  District  Nurses  eight  whole-time  County  Health 
Superintendents  are  appointed.  In  1916  there  were 'only  75 
Hist  net  Nursing  Associations  co-operating  with  the  County 
Conned  in  their  public  health  work,  but  in  1925  the  number 
leached  its  maximum  of  118.  The  steady  increase  since  1921 
m the  number  of  nurses  available  is  shown  in  the  following  state- 
ment, which  also  brings  out  the  mass  of  work  undertaken  by  them 
m and  m connection  witli  the  Schools  • 


J 92  L 
2 

3 

4 

5 


No.  of 

Visits 

Children 

No.  of 

District 

to 

examined  for 

examiua 

Nurses. 

Schools. 

‘pediculosis. 

tions. 

109 

2,007 

41,947 

53,213 

113 

2,312 

43,540 

53,177 

117 

2,168 

47,276 

54,737 

122 

2,357 

49,822 

58,065 

129 

1,879 

54,650 

63,062 

Visits  to 
Defective 
Children. 
3,334 
4,371 
4,901 
4,237 
4,738 


Evidence  as  this  gives  of  the  quantity  of  work  in  certain  directions, 
it  is  not  a complete  story,  for  in  connection  with  the  care  of 
children  the  District  Nurses  give  assistance  and  treatment  in  their 
homes  for  much  of  which  no  credit  is  taken  in  official  records. 
An  example  of  this  came  to  light  in  connection  with  the  Cirencester 


6 


Out-Station,  where  certain  children  were  seen  who  required  daily 
treatment  : they  lived  too  far  away  to  attend  there  day  after 
day,  and  arrangements  were  made  with  the  District  Nurses  for 
their  respective  localities  to  make  the  daily  applications,  etc. 


School  Hygiene. 

No  systematic  survey  of  school  premises  is  made,  but  the 
Medical  Inspectors  note  improvements  effected  since  their  last 
visits  and  report  on  conditions  apparently  requiring  more  or  less 
immediate  attention.  Improvements  affecting  water  supply, 
closets,  cloakroom  accommodation,  etc.,  were  noted  in  17  depart- 
ments and  recommendations  for  improvements  were  made  with 
respect  to  14  departments.  One  of  the  most  important  aspects 
of  this  side  of  school  life  is  the  educative  effect  on  the  child  mind  : 
any  slackness  in  the  cleanliness  or  care  of  lavatories,  etc.,  in  places 
where  high  standards  are  intuitively  expected  must  influence 
children  strongly  and  be  reflected  in  their  habits  at  home.  Even 
if  a school  may  not  be  structurally  ideal,  any  more  than  are  many 
of  the  homes,  it  is  from  this  point  of  view  of  prime  importance 
that  cleanliness  and  order  should  have  the  closest  attention. 

Medical  Inspection. 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  the  time  of  the  whole-time  Medical 
Inspectors  are  given  to  the  examination  of  children  in  the  Ele- 
mentary Schools,  and  they  are  just  able  to  complete  the  examina- 
tion of  the  entrants,  intermediates  and  leavers  as  well  as  of  the 
special  children  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  numbers  of  children  examined  by  them  and  the  part- 
time  Inspectors  during  the  seventeenth  round  of  the  schools 
were  : — 


No.  of  children  oil  the  registers  of  the  434  departments  40,408 

Children  examined  : 

A.  Code  Groups — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,033 

Intermediates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,026 

Leavers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,579 

12,238 

B.  “ Specials  ” — 

Re-examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,621 

Less  examined  also  as  routine...  ...  ...  263 


6,358 

New  specials  (not  routine)  ...  ...  ...  289 

6,647 


Children  examined 


18,885 
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One  of  the  most  interesting  figures  in  this  table  is  the  number 
ol  entrants,  which  is  the  largest  for  five  years.  In  1924  the 
.Board  of  Education  stated  that  insufficient  entrants  were  exam- 
ined as  it  was  considered  that,  if  there  was  no  leakage,  11  per  cent 
of  children  would  appear  in  this  group.  The  explanation  of  the 
small  proportions  in  1921-2  and  1922-3  is  given  in  the  following 

statement,  in  which  the  birth-rates  five  years  previously  are  also 
shown  : — 


1919-20  ... 

Birth  Rale 
fire  years  before. 

Percentage 

Entrants. 

on  Average  Attendance. 

I ntermediates . Leave  r.« 

18.0  (1915) 

15.2 

12.4 

14.2 

20-21  ... 

17.9  (1916) 

12.1 

11 .3 

10.7 

21-22  ... 

14.7  (1917) 

9.9 

11.3 

10.2 

22-23  ... 

15.2  (1918) 

9.9 

11.5 

10.3 

23-24  ... 

16.4  (1919) 

11.1 

11.2 

10.4 

24-25  ... 

23.8  (1920) 

13.0 

11.3 

10.0 

1 he  method  of  selection  has  been  the  same  year  by  year, 
and  the  explanation  of  the  variations  is  obviously  the  birth-rate, 
°n  which  depends  the  numbers  of  children  who  will  be  due  to 
attend  school  five  years  later.  Even  so,  we  shall  probably  not 
see  the  high  birth-rate  of  1920  fully  reflected  in  the  numbers 
of  entrants  in  the  schools  until  next  year,  after  which  their 
proportion  will  steadily  decline. 


The  number  of  children  in  the  schools  for  whom  special 
cards  have  been  provided  on  account  of  some  defect  was  8,677, 
os  -l.o  pei  cent,  of  the  total  children  on  the  registers,  which  is 
now  almost  the  constant  proportion.  They  are  distributed  as 
follows  : — 


Cured  eases  : Old 

New  (1925) 


Under  observation 
New  cases  1925  : Routine 
Specials 


2,182 

1,202 

3,384 

3,793 

1,237 

263 

1,500 


Total  Specials 


8,677 


The  number  of  children  presented  as  “ special  ” for  some 
defect  noticed  by  the  Head  Teacher  or  other  person  other  than 
the  Medical  Inspector  has  fallen  in  the  past  ten  years  from  953 
to  263,  and  is  now  little  more  than  one  child  for  every  two  depart- 
ments in  the  County. 


17,678  children  were  examined  in  1,769  hours  during  the 
calendar  year  1925,  an  average  of  almost  exactly  10  children 
per  hour,  a rate  which  is  steadily  maintained  year  after  year. 
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Measuring  Appliances. 

A standard  for  measuring  heights,  with  a moveable  head- 
piece,  is  fixed  in  each  school,  Tor  weighing,  a portable  steel- 
yard, specially  designed  by  Messrs.  Avery,  for  use  in  this  County, 
is  taken  from  school  to  school  in  a compact  case.  The  steel- 
yards are  tested  and  adjusted  by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and 
Measures  each  year,  and  but  rarely  do  other  than  very  minor 
matters  require  attention.  In  August  1925  of  the  seven  steel- 
yards used  during  the  previous  year,  two  were  sensitive  to  1 oz. 
on  120  lb.  load,  four  to  IT  oz.,  and  the  last  to  2 oz. 

Places  of  Inspection. 

In  402  of  the  total  434  departments  the  medical  examinations 
were  conducted  in  rooms  of  the  respective  schools  : in  14  cases 
the  Teachers’  room  was  used,  in  5 a mission  room,  in  1 a vestry, 
in  1 a work-room,  and  in  1 1 other  cases  a class-room  was  curtained 
off  for  the  purpose.  At  3 very  small  schools  the  children  not  due 
for  inspection  were  sent  to  the  playground  during  the  examina- 
tion and  at  2 the  children  were  dismissed  for  the  session. 

Assistance  at  Times  of  Inspection. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  the  close  association  of  District 
Nurses  in  various  branches  of  health  activities  is  their  wide 
distribution  whereby  they  are  available  locally  at  all  times. 
They  attend  at  the  Medical  Inspection  and  receive  first-hand 
from  the  doctors  any  recommendations  for  minor  treatment, 
etc.,  which  often  they  carry  out  in  the  homes  of  the  children 
for  which  Out-Stations  are  not  available.  Not  only  so,  but  they 
relieve  the  teaching  staff  of  some  of  the  disturbance  occasioned 
to  the  ordinary  school  routine  by  the  Medical  Inspection.  There 
are  still  areas  for  which  there  is  no  District  Nurse,  but  the  follow- 
ing summary  sets  out  the  numbers  available  since  1919-20  and 
the  schools  at  which  they  were  present  for  the  Medical  Inspec- 
tion : — 


Nurses  absent  at  times  of  1 ns pec- 

District 

Departments 

tion  owing 

to 

Nursing 

attended  by 

No  nurse 

Urgent < 

Associations 

Total 

District 

Illness 

holiday 

tern- 

work , 

Total. 

co-operating. 

in  area. 

Nurses. 

porarilv 

etc. 

19.19-20  ... 

91 

203 

181 

7 

(5 

5 

4 

22 

20-21  ... 

100 

2(55 

244 

8 

4 

3 

<» 

21 

21-22  ... 

104 

284 

252 

7 

(5 

(5 

13 

32 

22-23  ... 

108 

312 

2(52 

12 

11 

7 

20 

50 

23-24  ... 

115 

309 

277 

4 

— 

1 

27 

32 

24-25  ... 

118 

314 

285 

10 

2 

(5 

11 

29 

9 


All  things  considered  it  is  satisfactory  that  persons  who  are 
engaged  in  treatment  work  were  not  prevented  from  keeping 
appointments  much  more  frequently. 


Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

noolo6  general  results  of  the  examination  of  15,114  children 
(!  _3S  routine  and  2,876  specials)  are  given  in  Table  T1  at  the 
end  of  this  report.  Of  the  12,238  children  in  the  Code  Groups, 
oi  ol  per  cent,  (the  same  proportion  as  in  19->4) 
were  reported  to  present  no  defect  calling  for  notice  : the  remain- 
mg  o,954  children  had  8,021  defects,  an  average  of  about  four 
detects  for  every  three  children. 


1 he  grouping  of  the  defects  is  set  out  shortly  in  the  following 
table  : — ' 


Entrants. 

No.  examined 

4,633 

Nose  and  throat  ... 

No. 

1,280 

o/ 

/o 

27.6 

Teeth  (over  3 decayed) 

1,011 

21.8 

Heart  trouble 

110 

2.4 

Olandular  enlargement 
\ ision  (6/12  and  worse) 

335 

7.2 

it.  eye 

3 

1.2 

External  eye 

159 

3.4 

Defective  Hearing  (Rt.)  ... 

44 

.95 

Ear  discharge 

77 

1.7 

Skin  disease 

91 

2.0 

Deformities 

83 

1.8 

Bronchial  catarrh  . . . 

94 

2.0 

Anaemia 

20 

.4 

Others 

r* 

Hi 

1.6 

Total  ... 

3,382 

Intermediates.  Leavers.  Total. 


4,026 

3,; 

579 

12.238 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

0 

O 

.(> 

957 

23.8 

656 

18.3 

2,893 

23 

737 

18.3 

255 

7.1 

2,003 

Hi 

.4 

197 

4.9 

258 

7.2 

565 

4 

. i; 

215 

5.3 

75 

2.1 

625 

5 

.1 

166 

4.2 

186 

5.3 

355 

4, 

.6 

26 

.6 

107 

3.0 

292 

2 

4 

51 

1.3 

45 

1.3 

140 

1. 

1 

40 

1.0 

40 

1.1 

157 

1 . 

3 

41 

1.0 

23 

.6 

155 

1 . 

•> 

53 

1.3 

50 

1.4 

186 

1 . 

5 

35 

.9 

13 

.4 

142 

1. 

? 

24 

.6 

32 

.9 

76 

6 

112 

2.8 

245 

6.85 

432 

3. 

5 

,654 

1,985 

8,021 

The  results,  speaking  generally,  vary  but  slightly  from  year 
to  year,  and  roughly  it  may  be  said — 


About  one-quarter  of  the  children  have  nose  and  throat  trouble 
more  or  less  marked. 

About  one-sixth  of  the  children  have  over  three  decayed  teeth. 

About  one-twentieth  of  the  children  have  glandular  enlargement, 
defective  vision  or  heart  trouble. 

About  one  in  seventy  to  one  in  a hundred  of  the  children  have 

* detective  hearing,  discharge  from  the  ear,  bronchial  catarrh, 
skin  disease  or  some  deformity. 

Of  all  these  conditions,  those  regarded  as  suitable  for  treat- 
ment by  the  Board  of  Education  are  dental  defects,  skin  affec- 
tions, obstructive  conditions  of  nose  and  throat,  ear  disease  and 
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deformities.  The  results  of  treatment  given  during  the  past 
few  years  are  scarcely  appearing  in  these  statistics  as  yet  foi  two 
reasons  : one  that  the  treatment  scheme  has  been  in  operation 
too  short  a period  and  the  scheme  does  not  cover  all  portions 
of  the  County.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  indications  of  the 
beneficial  work  of  the  dentists  who  do  go  round  the  whole  County 
in  the  fall  in  the  proportion  of  leavers  with  decayed  teeth  from 
about  55  per  cent,  in  1920-1  to  47.5  per  cent,  in  1924-5. 

In  other  directions,  too,  though  it  is  not  evident  in  the 
general  mass  of  figures,  improvement  is  noted  as  regards  defects 
of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat,  and  in  individual  cases,  is  a matter 
of  general  comment  both  by  doctors  and  school  teachers.  To 
this  reference  is  made  in  a later  paragraph. 


Pediculosis  of  the  Head. 

It  is  a serious  reflection  on  the  home  conditions  of  the  present 
day  that  it  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  careful  parents  to 
conduct  the  systematic  examination  of  children's  heads,  which 
has  now  been  in  operation  for  seventeen  years,  steadily  becoming 
more  regular.  The  only  comforting  view  is  that  the  evidence  of 
parasites  we  now  find  would  have  been  regarded  as  trivial  in 
years  long  past,  when  their  existence  appears  not  only  to  have 
been  recognised  but  tolerated.  From  this  aspect  the  present-day 
conditions  may  be  regarded  as  vestigial.  None  the  less,  no  one 
who  is  interested  in  our  home  conditions  can  be  satisfied  until 
vast  improvement  in  them  is  indicated  by  the  complete  absence  of 
pediculosis  in  our  schools,  for,  after  all,  this  condition  is  but  an 
index  of  those  conditions.  Improvement  has  been  reported  year  by 
year,  but  at  the  expense  of  much  labour,  as  shown  by  the  following 
brief  statement  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 

No.  of  Child  rev. 


Departments 

Examina- 

No. 

No. 

Percentage. 

visited. 

tions. 

examined. 

infected. 

infected. 

I91B  ... 

...  251 

39,582 

26,175 

4,257 

16.3 

7 ... 

...  249 

31.197 

22,192 

.3,445 

15.5 

8 ... 

...  270 

31,480 

24,854 

3,172 

12.8 

9 ... 

239 

25,067 

19,378 

2,299 

11.9 

1920  ... 

...  370 

42,433 

32,705 

4,627 

« 14.1 

1 ... 

491 

53,213 

41,947 

5,832 

13.9 

2 ... 

...  516 

53,177 

43,540 

5,122 

11.8 

3 ... 

...  579 

54,737 

47,276 

4,91 1 

10.4 

4 ... 

...  597 

58,065 

49,822 

5,108 

10.3 

5 ... 

669 

63,062 

54,650 

5.310 

9.7 
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The  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  infected  children  here 
shown  is  satisfactory,  as.  is  also  the  general  observation  of  the 
examiners  that,  in  the  degree  of  infection,  there  is  also  a great 
improvement,  a badly  infected  head  being  now  seen  but  rarely. 

Further  details  for  1925  are  given  in  Table  B at  the  end 
of  this  report. 

In  the  case  of  boys,  it  would  seem  that  no  excuse  can  be 
offered,  but  in  girls,  with  their  long  hair,  a head  can  easily  become 
infected  and  the  infection  escape  notice.  Yet  on  the  whole  boys 
show  no  improvement  in  ten  years,  6 per  cent,  being  found  with 
nits  during  1925.  Amongst  girls  14  per  cent,  were  infected,  the 
lowest  proportion  in  any  year,  and  infants  12  per  cent.  One 
sign  of  encouragement  is  that,  speaking  generally,  more  prompt 
action  is  now  taken  to  remove  the  trouble,  once  attention  is 
drawn  to  it. 

In  the  last  resort,  the  only  course  possible  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  County  is  the  exclusion  of  the  infected  child,  when 
effective  notice  is  not  taken  of  mild  warnings,  and  to  prosecute 
the  parents  for  the  enforced  absence  of  their  children  from 
school — in  21  cases  (the  lowest  sine*  1912)  during  1925.  This 
is  indirect  action,  which  cannot  be  regarded  with  complete 
satisfaction. 

There  is,  however,  alternative  procedure  authorised  by 
section  122  of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  and  now  replaced  by 
section  87  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  for  which  there  are  special 
facilities  in  this  County,  though  not  yet  available  for  every  part 
of  the  area  : this  includes  the  cleansing  of  children  by  the 
Authority  and  makes  it  an  offence  on  the  part  of  the  parent  to 
allow  the  child  to  become  infected  afterwards.  A special  place 
was  provided  at  Stroud  during  1924  (as  mentioned  in  my  last 
report)  and  was  brought  into  use  in  1925  : the  work  there  has 
been  in  charge  of  Nurse  Sambrooke,  on  the  staff  of  the  Stroud 
District  Nursing  Association.  She  reports  that  during  1925 
notices  to  “ cleanse  ” were  issued  with  respect  to  41  children 
and  that  17  were  actually  treated  at  the  Station.  The  procedure 
set  out  for  work  at  the  Cleansing  Station  is  thorough  and  was 
described  very  favourably  after  inspection  by  the  County  Health 
Superintendent.  It  is  very  satisfactory  that  Nurse  Sambrooke 
is  also  able  to  state  that  “ the  parents  are  very  reasonable  and 
show  the  greatest  respect  when  being  dealt  with.  They  are 
excellent  in  keeping  appointments  for  what  must  be  an  unhappy 
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time  for  them  and  usually  go  away  feeling  happier."  This  is 
evidence  of  the  tactful  manner  in  which  she  is  conducting  the 
work,  and  the  advantage  of  it  is  summed  up  in  her  observation  : 
“ The  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  raised  since  the  Cleansing 
Station  opened."  This  is  further  demonstrated  by  the  much 
quicker  rate  at  which  the  routine  procedure  at  the  schools  is 
carried  out,  saving  visits  to  them  and  reducing  the  interruption 
to  the  ordinary  school  routine.  Nurse  Sambrooke  speaks  most 
gratefully  of  the  assistance  given  by  the  Head  Teachers. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  Gloucestershire  arrangements 
offer  special  facilities  for  an  extension  of  this  procedure  in  many 
parts  of  the  County  in  Out-Stations  opened  in  connection  with 
the  treatment  scheme.  The  expense  in  most  cases  would  be 
inconsiderable  and  it  is  recommended  that  when  the  Out-Station 
Nurse  is  willing  to  undertake  the  somewhat  unpleasant  duty  of 
“ cleansing  " children’s  heads,  advantage  shall  be  taken  of  the 
arrangements. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

Minor  infections  were#prevalent  amongst  school  children  in 
greater  degree  than  in  any  previous  year,  of  which  there  are 
records  since  1910  : measles  was  more  rife  than  at  any  time, 
the  number  of  affected  children  (4,963)  being  over  1,000  more 
than  in  1915,  the  previous  highest  record.  Whooping  cough  and 
mumps  also  reached  record  figures  or  approached  those  of  1915. 
Scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  were  also  very  prevalent,  but  did 
not  cause  such  large  numbers  as  they  did  ten  to  eleven  years  ago. 
Chickenpox  has  been  responsible  for  steadily  increasing  num- 
bers since  1922  (535  cases  in  1922) — to  the  maximum  1,213  in  1925. 

Such  a high  incidence  of  these  minor  infections  necessarily 
affected  gravely  the  attendance  of  children  for  short  periods  at 
the  schools  concerned — fairly  generally  over  the  whole  County — 
but  following  the  practice  now  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  Board  of  Education  very  few  of  the  schools  were  closed, 
the  total  reaching  only  24 — the  lowest  on  record. 

331  Certificates  for  weeks  of  small  attendance  were  issued 
with  respect  to  115  departments. 

An  unsatisfactory  feature  of  the  records  is  the  unnecessarily  j 
prolonged  absence  of  individual  children  for  minor  skin  com-  i 
plaints,  being  over  4 weeks  for  impetigo,  nearly  3i  weeks  for  i 
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scabies  and  about  5|  weeks  for  ringworm.  The  last  rather 
suggests  incomplete  treatment  in  some  cases,  but  impetigo  and 
scabies  should  be  readily  cured  i n a few  days. 


Arrangements  for  “Following-up  ” Children  with  Defects. 

All  children  reported  to  have  defects  are  followecl-up  on  the 
lines  set  out  in  previous  reports  : as  usual  in  rather  more  than 
half  of  the  cases  treatment  had  been  given  within  about  one 
month  of  the  inspection.  In  Out-Station  areas  particularly  close 
observation  is  maintained  and  the  lists  are  reviewed  each  month. 
Tne  numbers  of  children  originally  reported  as  requiring  treat- 
ment was  1 ,240.  Treatment  had  been  provided  for  647  of  them 
at  the  time  of  the  first  report  and  in  310  cases  treatment  was 
given  on  further  persuasion  : 66  left  school  and  217  are  now  under 
observation.  Even  in  areas  not  available  to  Out-Stations  efforts 
are  made  by  local  persons  and  directly  from  the  office  to  secure 
treatment  and  in  not  a few  cases  is  persistence  rewarded. 


Treatment  of  Defects. 


_ ^he  return  for  the  whole  County  of  defects  treated  during 
10:h>  under  the  scheme  or  otherwise  is  set  out  in  Table  IV 
at  the  end  of  the  report. 

1 he  arrangements  for  treatment  were  increased  during  1925 
by  the  opening  of  the  Soundwell  Out-Station  on  the  borders  of 
Bristol  on  the  2nd  October.  The  places  now  available  are  : — 


Ge nepal  Hospitals 
Special  Hospitals 


Out-Stations — 
Cottage  If ospilals 


Special  Build i ngs 


Bath  and  Bristol  (for  approved  ear.  nose  and 
throat  cases  only),  Cheltenham,  Gloucester  and 
Stroud. 

Gloucester  Children’s  Hospital  and  Stratford-on- 
Avon  and  Chepstow  Hospitals  (for  vision, 
throat  and  eai  eases  only). 

Almondsbury,  Berkeley,  Chipping  Sodbury,  Ciren- 
cester, Fairford,  Tewkesbury  and  Wineheombe 
(vision  cases  only). 

Chipping  Campden,  Cinderford,  Soundwell  and 
Thorn  bury. 


There  has  been  a most  encouraging  development  of  the  use 
made  of  these  facilities  for  treatment  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  statement,  which,  however,  deals  with  school  children 
only. 
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Openings  of  Out-Stations 

1921-22.  1922. 

(about  S months) 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

Routine 

225 

407 

407 

420 

442 

Intermediate  ... 

- 

- 

— 

280 

289 

Cases  seen  ... 

272 

942 

1,566 

1,954 

2,132 

Attendances 

758 

2,282 

4,239 

5,326 

5,443 

Average  attendance  at 

Routine  openings 

3.3 

5.6 

10.6 

9.9 

9.6 

Specialist  cases  : 

Vision  ... 

121 

489 

692 

617 

706 

Car,  nose  and  throat 

48 

210 

374 

730 

888 

Orthopaedic  ... 

- 

- 

25 

48 

66 

Throat  operations 

56 

159 

312 

386 

556 

Spectacles  obtained  .. 

24 

169 

42S 

325 

361 

i bis  table  does  not 

include  all 

the 

work  done  on 

behalf 

children  under  the  scheme,  for  through  the  close  co-operation  of 
District  Nurses  in  our  work  we  are  able  to  utilise  their  services 
outside  the  usual  routine.  In  this  way,  if  it  appears  to  be  more 
convenient,  cases  requiring  daily  treatment,  for  example  skin 
affections  and  certain  eye  conditions,  are  referred  for  care  by  the 
District  Nurses,  but  full  particulars  of  the  work  thus  undertaken 
are  not  available.  As  an  example  may  be  mentioned  a group  of 
minor  ailments  under  treatment  at  Cirencester  in  the  first  six 
weeks  of  the  present  year  : 33  cases  attended  regularly  at  the 
Out-Station  for  intermediate  treatment,  with  average  daily 
attendance  of  about  9,  while  10  cases  were  similarly  given 
daily  treatment  in  their  homes  by  District  Nurses  and  the  County 
Heal th  S u peri ntendent . 

Tt  may  be  mentioned  that  there  has  been  steady  growth 
with  respect  to  other  groups  that  come  under  the  scheme  to  an 
even  greater  extent  in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  cases  than  for  school  children. 

As  mentioned  last  year,  the  chief  defect  of  the  scheme  is  that 
it  does  not  yet  cover  the  whole  County,  and  is  available  for  not 
much  more  than  one-third  of  the  area.  This  is  gradually  being 
remedied — in  11)24  by  the  opening  of  two  Out-Stations  at  Fair- 
ford  and  Winchcombe,  in  11)25  by  one  more  on  the  outskirts  of 
Bristol  at  Soundwell,  where  it  was  urgently  required,  and  in  the 
present  year  provisional  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
another  in  connection  with  the  Moreton-in-the-Marsh  Cottage 
Hospital. 
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Orthopaedic  Defects. 


The  range  of  work  was  somewhat  extended  during  1925, 
when  66  cases  were  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  the 
numbers  in  the  two  previous  years  being  48  and  25  respectively. 
From  these  the  Medical  Services  Committee  selected  those 
children  to  whom  the  greatest  benefit  could  be  given  for  the 
moneys  available  : the  number  of  cases  treated  was  38,  namely 


Spine 

Legs  and  feet  ... 
Arms  and  hands 
Others 


2 

29 

1 

6 


38 


All  cases  are  kept  under  observation  by  Nurses  and  by  the 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon,  who  has  been  good  enough  to  agree  to 
continue  what  treatment  is  possible  when  children  pass  beyond 
the  range  of  the  Education  Committee,  under  ordinary  hospital 
conditions.  These  form  but  a very  small  proportion  of  the  total 
cases  in  the  County,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  summary 
of  cases  of  school  age  : — 


Spine  ... 

Tubercular . 

9 

Other  causes. 

27 

Total. 

36 

Legs  and  feet 

10 

115 

131 

Arms  and  hands 

1 

19 

20 

Other  ... 

l 

60 

67 

27 

227 

254 

Even  this  statement  is  probably  incomplete,  as  cases  previ- 
ously overlooked  or  newly  arising  are  being  gradually  added  to 
the  register. 

It  is,  therefore,  satisfactory  that  the  possibility  of  tackling 
the  problem  thoroughly  is  under  consideration  and  that  probably 
there  will  be  considerable  extension  of  the  work,  particularly 
among  children  under  school  age. 

Open-Air  Education. 

There  has  been  no  special  development. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

A summary  of  the  work  undertaken  in  the  Elementary 
Schools  during  1925  is  given  in  group  IV  of  Table  1V  and  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  first  eight  rounds  of  the  schools 
will  be  found  in  Table  C — both  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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The  children  examined  were  those  aged  6 to  9 years,  inclusive, 
at  all  schools  (a  trifle  under  40  per  cent,  of  the  totals  on  the 
registers)  and  all  children  in  attendance  at  48  small  schools. 
The  proportion  defective  remains  at  a fairly  constant  figure  of 
about  two-thirds  of  the  total.  Treatment  is  given  on  the  day 
of  inspection,  except  at  Cirencester  and  Stroud,  where  the  chil- 
dren can  be  conveniently  grouped  for  attendance  at  a treatment 
centre  : this  arrangement  has  expedited  the  procedure  and — 
oven  with  the  additional  work  done  in  the  Secondary  Schools — 
the  two  dentists  are  able  to  get  round  the  schools  in  twelve 
months.  Under  the  new  arrangement,  too,  while  at  first  a slight 
fall  in  the  proportion  of  defective  children  occurred,  there  has 
been  a steady  recovery  and  the  percentage  treated  in  1925 
reached  the  record  figure  of  67.6  per  cent.,  the  highest 
under  the  old  arrangements  with  an  interval  between  treatment 
and  inspection  being  59.6  per  cent,  in  1920.  In  one  group  of 
the  schools  the  very  high  proportion  of  79  per  cent,  was  reached. 

'There  has  been  no  change  in  the  groups  of  children  brought 
within  the  range  of  this  work  since  the  dental  scheme  was  i’e- 
started  in  1919,  though  the  desirability  of  keeping  the  children 
under  observation  in  later  years  is  well  recognised.  In  order 
that  all  the  children  could  be  examined,  two  more  dentists  would  be 
required  at  the  present  rate  of  consents  to  treatment,  but  the 
steadily  increasing  proportion  means  that  more  of  the  time  of  the 
dentists  is  given  to  treatment.  With  one  additional  dentist  it 
would  be  practicable  to  enlarge  the  present  age  group  of  6 to  9 
years  by  two  years,  and  this,  it  is  hoped,  may  prove  practicable 
at  an  early  date. 

Physical  Training. 

No  special  provision  has  been  made  for  physical  training 
beyond  the  usual  exercises  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
teachers.  The  Secretary  for  Education  reports  that  successful 
physical  training  classes  for  Teachers  were  held  during  1925  at 
Stroud  and  Cirencester,  and  that  70  Teachers  were  enrolled. 
The  Instructress  was  Miss  M.  O dell. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

The  Secretary  for  Education  informs  me  that  no  meals  have 
been  provided  under  the  Provision  of  Meals  Act  d urine  the  vear 
1925. 

Baths  for  Children. 

So  far  the  example  of  Nurse  Smith  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  emulated  in  any  part  of  the  County,  but  her  enterprise  at 
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Tewkesbury  has  been  rewarded  by  steady  expansion  since  she 
first  obtained  the  use  of  the  two  baths,  originally  provided  for 
troops  billeted  there  during  the  war,  in  December  1921.  Her 
latest  report  is  : — 

“ The  attendance  at  the  Tewkesbury  Baths,  open  for 
“ women  on  Fridays  from  2 — 8 p.m.,  varies  from  30  to  40 
a week.  Open  for  children  (School)  on  Saturday  mornings 
"from  10.30  a.m.  to  1.30  p.m.,  attendance  from  40  to  50 
" per  week.  On  Thursdays,  for  shop-men  and  boys,  about 
12  (afternoons).  On  Saturdays,  from  2 — 8 p.m.,  about  12 
“to  14  men  and  boys. 

" The  Baths  have  been  closed  for  three  weeks  in  order  to 
“ thoroughly  clean  the  premises,  the  walls  have  been  re- 
washed, doors,  etc.,  repainted.  They  are  now  open  again. 

' In  the  summer  time  there  are  often  from  70 — 100  chil- 
“ dren  on  Saturdays. 

' The  woman  in  charge  keeps  the  Baths  beautifully  clean 
and  the  children  in  splendid  order.” 

Co-operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  School  Attendance  Officers 
and  Voluntary  Agencies. 

It  would  be  impracticable  to  carry  out  effectively  all  the 
various  activities  comprised  in  medical  inspection  unless  the 
numerous  persons,  official  and  unofficial,  carried  out  their  respec- 
tive shares  of  the  work  in  hearty  co-operation.  The  benefit  of 
individual  children  has  increased  in  importance  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  treatment  scheme  and,  in  connection  with  this  side  of 
the  service,  the  assistance  of  Children’s  Care  Committees  and  indivi- 
duals interested  in  the  children  is  very  valuable,  particularly  in 
encouraging  the  parents  or  actually  conveying*  children  to  the 
place  of  treatment.  The  assistance  given  by  the  teachers  to  the 
School  Medical  and  Dental  Inspectors  and  the  Nurses  is  particu- 
larly appreciated,  as  it  is  recognised  that  such  help  is  given  not 
infrequently  at  some  personal  inconvenience. 

Perhaps,  from  their  peculiarly  intimate  relations  with  the 
homes  of  the  children,  the  most  useful  auxiliary  agency  is  the 
District  Nurse  and  year  by  year  we  have  experience  of  the 
increasing  value  of  the  influence  that  these  nurses  can  have,  even 
under  difficult  circumstances.  The  most  striking  example  during 
1925  was  the  happy  relations  with  parents  established  by  Nurse 
Sambrooke,  of  the  Stroud  District  Nursing  Association,  during 
the  early  days  of  the  use  of  the  “ Cleansing  Station  ” ; if  difficulty 
was  to  be  experienced  in  connection  with  any  of  the  work,  no 
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better  opportunity  for  the  display  of  antagonism  bv  parents 
could  be  offered,  and  yet  in  spite  of  it,  Nurse  Sainbrooke  has  been 
able  to  report  that  not  only  were  the  parents  not  hostile,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  grateful. 

Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

A numerical  return  of  these  children  is  given  in  Table  111.  at 
the  end  of  this  report. 

Blind  ( 'hildren. 

The  total  number  of  children  between  5 and  16  years  of  age 
under  observation  by  the  Committee  and  the  Gloucestershire 
County  Association  for  the  Blind  is  37,  distributed  as  follows 


At  certified  blind  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10i 

Returned  from  such  schools  on  account  of  having  too  much  sight, 

now  attending  public  elementary  schools  ...  4 

On  “waiting  list”  for  admission  to  blind  schools  ...  ...  3 

At  home,  too  ill  for  admission  to  blind  schools  ...  ...  ...  3 

With  some  sight  and  now  at  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  Poor  Law  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Attending  public  elementary  schools  with  very  defective  vision, 

being  “watched”  by  visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


37 

:j;2  children  (one  aged  5 yrs.  find  one  15  yrs.)  are  maintained  by  the 

Gyde  Trustees. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  arrangements  for  the 
special  instruction  of  individuals,  who  have  passed  the  age  at 
which  they  are  technically  children,  are  becoming  more  definite 
and  it  is  hoped  now  that  any  person  who  is  unfortunate  enough 
to  lose  his  sigti4  may  be  able  to  have  instruction  suited  to  his 
special  needs  without  delay. 

Deaf  Children. 

The  Committee  are  maintaining  12  children  in  a special 
school,  and  there  are  a further  6 under  observation. 

Mentally  Defective  C hildren . 

The  records  of  all  mentally  defective  persons  between  the 
ages  of  5 and  16  years  are  now  practically  complete  and  it  is 
rarely  that  in  any  case  above  school  age  concerning  which 
enquiries  may  be  made  fairly  complete  information  is  not  avail- 
able. The  majority  of  the  new  cases  are  now  amongst  the 
infants  and  it  is  with  respect  to  them  that  exact  classification  is 
particularly  difficult,  and  it  is  for  them  that  observation  in  a special 


school  is  specially  desirable,  so  that  the  best  course  in  the  interest 
ot  the  particular  individual  may  be  followed.  The  total  number 
regarded  as  suitable  for  instruction  in  a special  school  remains 
fairly  steady  in  the  neighbourhood  of  100  a year,  as  set  out  for 


1025  in  the  following  table  : — 


Total  Number  Examined . 

N umber 
7-16  yrs. 
o n 31  *7 
Dec.  1925 

Dead 

and 

Left 

( 'ouv  ty . 

Number 
over  1 iiyrs. 
on  3 1 st 
Dec.  1925 

To  3 1 si 
Dec.  1924 

1925 

7ro  3 1 st 
Dec.  1925 

Children  suitable  for  In- 
struction in  a Public 
Elementary  School  ... 

85 

12 

97 

46 

| 

50 

63 

Special  Class 

75 

4 

79 

!4  ] 

2 

Special  Day  School 

08 

— 

68 

12  y 106 

• ) 

,) 

53 

94 

Special  Res.  School 

1 50 

34 

184 

80  j 

10 

< )ther  Special  Schools 

13 



13 

5 

< 'hildren  unsuitable  for 
/ nstruction  in  a Special 
School 

100 

18 

118 

50 

31 

37 

t otal  ( Children  specially 
examined 

491 

68 

559 

207 

47 

305 

hducable  cases  not  in  attendance  at  any  school  are 
\ isited  quarterly  by  nurses,  who  report  on  the  conditions  on  each 
occasion. 


( -During  the  period  1st  January,  1925,  to  31st  December, 
025,  18  children  were  specially  examined  and  certified  to  be 


unsuitable  for  instruction  in  a Special  School, 
were  classified  as  follows  : — 


'liese  children 


imbeciles  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Idiots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


18 

The  118  children  who  have  been  specially  examined  and 
reported  by  the  Certifying  Officers  to  be  unsuitable  for  instruction 
in  a special  school  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Idiots 

16 

• 

Imbeciles 

59 

Feeble-minded  ... 

12 

- 87 

Dead  (26)  and  Left  Country  (5) 

31 

20 


Provision  has  been  made  by  the  Joint  Committee  for  the 
care  of  21  of  these  cases  in  Institutions  : 5 are  in  Asylums,  0 in 
Poor  Law  Institutions,  and  55  have  been  left  at  home  under 
obscrvat  ion. 

Prom  time  to  time  among  the  cases  coming  before  the  Joint 
Committee  are  individuals  whose  history  brings  out  troubles  that 
would  have  been  avoided  had  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  been  put 
into  full  operation  and  care  and  protection  been  provided  for 
them  in  their  younger  days. 

Epil&pl ic  Children. 

The  number  of  children  examined  by  the  School  Medical 
Inspectors  and  reported  to  suffer  from  epileptic  fits  is  28,  24  being 
in  attendance  at  a school  and  4 suffering  so  seriously  as  to  make 
it  desirable  they  should  not  attend.  There  are  b further  children 
not  in  attendance  at  any  school  awaiting  examination  as  oppor- 
tunity offers,  making  a total  of  34. 

No  children  are  being  maintained  in  a special  school. 

Bronchial  Catarrh  in  Children. 

It  has  been  observed  year  by  year  that  about  2 children  out 
of  every  100  entrants  have  signs  of  catarrh  of  the  lungs,  without 
symptoms  of  illness,  but  that  these  signs  largely  disappear  by  the 
time  the  children  reach  seven  years  of  age,  and  only  4 children  in 
every  1,000  retain  the  signs  to  12  years  of  age.  What  the  signifi- 
cance of  this  condition  could  be  was  not  clear.  Dr.  R.  C.  Clarke 
has  recently  drawn  attention  to  it  and  finds  that  amongst  infants 
aged  3 to  (>  weeks  about  one-half  have  respiratory  catarrh.  In 
a personal  letter  he  says  that  the  proportion  of  children  found 
affected  is  lower  than  the  actual  from  the  probability  that  the 
signs  are  not  always  present  and  that  many  happen  to  be  clear 
at  the  moment  of  examination.  His  suggestion  is  that,  though 
there  is  steady  improvement  during  school  age  and  young  adult 
life,  the  “ bronchitis  of  middle  and  later  life  is  but  a relapse.” 

This  suggestion  is  interesting  in  its  implication  for  there 
would  appear  to  be  increasing  grounds  for  thinking  that  the 
seeds  of  disease  are  sown  very  long  before  there  is  any 
evidence  of  illness  and  that  the  determining  factor  in  this,  as  in 
many  other  conditions,  of  the  supervention  of  illness  is  a com- 
bination of  circumstances  lowering  the  resistance  of  the 
individual  after  carrying  the  particular  causes  of  many  diseases 
for  many  years. 


21 


Enlarged  Cervical  Glands. 


I n the  early  spring  of  1925  one  of  the  County  Health  Super- 
intendents (Miss  Mason)  reported  that  she  had  found  considerable 
numbers  of  children  in  various  schools  with  enlargement  of  the 
cervical  glands  and  her  observations  were  confirmed  by  District 
Nurses  working  in  other  schools  in  her  neighbourhood.  Miss  Mason 
later  reported  that  she  had  examined  1,502  children  in  15  depart- 
ments and  had  found  378  affected  in  this  way.  The  matter  was 
investigated  by  Dr.  Blake,  School  Medical  Inspector,  who  reported 
on  28th  May  that  he  had  examined  709  children  attending  6 
schools  with  the  following  results  : — 

No.  of  children  with  defects  associated  with  enlarged  cervical 

glands  and  in  need  of  medical  treatment  29 
»»  >>  with  slightly  enlarged  cervical  glands  and 

in  need  of  observation  only  ...  ...  4Q 


He  concluded  that  in  his  opinion  almost  all  the  cases  of 
enlarged  cervical  glands  were  due  to  recent  catarrhal  conditions 
of  the  nose  and  throat,  mild  attacks  of  influenza,  debility  and  a 
few  to  skin  diseases  and  pediculosis. 


Enlargement  of  the  Thyroid  Gland. 

Y ear  by  year  there  has  been  increasing  evidence  of  the 
special  liability  to  affection  with  this  condition  of  persons  living 
on  the  Cotswold  Plills,  while  there  is  less  incidence  on  persons 
in  the  Severn  Valley,  and  still  lower  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Severn.  Much  attention  has  been  given  to  this  condition  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  but  still  no  certain  conclusion  as  to 
the  cause  has  been  reached.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  very  small 
doses  of  iodine  have  a very  marked  result  in  inhibiting  the 
enlargement,  and  in  at  least  one  instance  in  the  United  States 
iodine  is  added  to  the  public  water  supply  for  a short  period 
each  year,  as  a preventive  or  prophylactic. 

Tn  view  of  the  high  incidence  of  the  condition  in  parts  of 
this  County  it  was  proposed  to  take  advantage  of  the  special 
opportunity  and  to  give  iodine  treatment  to  selected  cases  at 
certain  Out-Stations,  and  to  this  the  Board  of  Education  agreed. 
The  procedure  is  : — 

1 . A special  examination  of  affected  children  is  made  by  the 
same  Medical  Inspector  throughout,  and  the  results  are 
recorded  on  a special  form. 

2.  Treatment  at  the  nearest  Out- Station  is  offered  in  each 
case. 

3.  Each  child  under  treatment  is  instructed  to  attend 
weekly  for  observation  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the 
Out-Station, 
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4.  Records  of  treatment  are  kept  on  f lip  same  sheet  as  the 
results  of  the  complete  examinations. 

Subsequent  periodic  complete  examinations  of  children, 
both  those  under  treatment  and  those  who  do  not  have 
treatment,  will  be  made  at  short  intervals. 

6.  The  children  are  selected  for  treatment  of  the  condition 
of  the  thyroid  gland,  the  aim  being  to  choose  those  who 
have  simple  hyperplasia. 

7.  The  cases  will  lie  divided  into  two  groups  : — 

(a)  those  with  some  focal  infection. 

(b)  those  with  no  obvious  focal  infection. 

Some  of  those  in  group  (a)  will  be  given  treatment  for 
the  focal  infection  only,  e.y.,  dental  trouble,  constipation, 
septic  throat  conditions,  and  the  remainder,  treatment 
with  iodine  in  the  form  of  chocolate  flavoured  tablets 
(equal  to  1 /10  grain  of  iodine).  Those  in  group  ( b ) will 
be  given  iodine  treatment. 

8.  Those  for  whom  treatment  is  not  accepted  will  be 
examined  as  controls  in  the  same  way  as  the  treated 
cases. 

Dr.  Blake,  a whole-time  Medical  Inspector,  commenced  the 
special  examinations  in  the  present  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it 
may  be  possible  to  draft  a preliminary  report  on  the  results  at 
the  end  of  1927. 


Defective  Children  not  in  attendance  at  School. 

A statement  of  the  numbers  of  children  suffering  from 
physical  defects  has  been  given  in  the  section  dealing  with  ortho- 
paedic treatment.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  register, 
compiled  mainly  from  the  returns  of  the  School  Attendance 
Officers,  of  children  not  in  attendance  at  school,  and  of  the  causes  : 


SUMMARY  OF  CHILDREN  NOT  ATTENDING  SCHOOL. 

Age  6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  Total. 


Mentally  Defective 

Cripples 

Delicate 

Debility 

Other  Defects 

Paralysis  ... 

Tuberculosis 

Heart  Affection  . . . 

Blind  or  Partially  Blind 

Epileptic  ... 

Deaf  and  Dumb  ... 


6 9 

7 5 

2 5 

7 2 

12  8 
1 4 

1 

3 2 

3 2 

1 1 
_ o 


5 10 
4 3 
3 7 

1 3 

2 4 
- 3 
1 2 
1 1 

1 1 
2 1 


7 13 
4 4 
1 6 
1 2 
2 1 
1 3 
1 l 

- 2 


5 9 14  78 

3 l 2 33 

7 1 1 33 

3 - 3 22 

4 6 3 44 

1 3 1 1 7 

3 1 6 16 

2 1 2 12 

I 2 - 10 

12-9 
1 - - 6 


Totals 


...42  41  20  35  17  34  31  26  34  280 


Miscellaneous  Work. 

Amongst  other  work  undertaken  during  1925  was  the  follow- 
ing 

1- — Sixty-three  bursars,  pupil  teachers,  etc.,  were  examined 
and  were  classed  as  follows  : — 


A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  17 

^ 1- — In  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely 

to  shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  1 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  inter- 
fere to  some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  0 

II  3. — Temporarily  in  sub-normal  health,  but  may  make  a 

good  recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

C — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make  them 

unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  0 


— In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  laid  down  in  their  Circular  1,169,  of  9th  July,  1920, 
twenty- seven  Supplementary  Teachers  were  medically  examined 
and  were  classed  as  follows  : — 


A 1. — Free  from  physical  defect  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

A 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  not  likely  to 

shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  8 

B I — In  good  health,  but  with  some  permanent  defect  likely 

to  shorten  the  full  term  of  service  ...  ...  0 

B 2. — In  good  health,  but  with  some  defect  likely  to  interfere 

to  some  extent  with  efficiency  ...  ...  ...  0 

B 3. — Temporarily  in  sub-normal  health,  but  may  make  a 

good  recovery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  — Those  whose  physical  condition  is  such  as  to  make  them 

unfit  for  the  teaching  profession  ...  ...  0 


3. — Twelve  specimens  of  hair  were  examined  for  the  spores 
of  ringworm,  which  were  found  in  nine  cases. 


Secondary  Schools. 

During  each  of  the  three  terms  in  1925  all  the  18  Secondary 
Schools  in  the  County  (with  the  exception  of  Newent,  which  was 
examined  for  the  first  time  at  the  beginning  of  the  Autumn  Term) 
were  visited  b}'  Dr.  Sarah  Wilson  and  Dr.  Blake,  the  former 
examining  the  girls  and  the  latter  the  boys,  approximately 
one-fourth  of  their  time  being  devoted  to  this  work.  With  the 
continued  re-examinations  year  by  year,  the  time  is  now  approach- 
ing when  nearly  all  the  children  will  pass  under  review,  but  in 
addition  to  the  2,341  children  in  the  statutory  groups  for  1925, 
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369  children  were  examined  as  “ specials  ' only;  the  total  number 
of  children  inspected  being  2, <10.  their  distribution  according 
to  age,  etc.,  was  : — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Entrants 

306 

227 

533 

12 — 13  years  

106 

96 

202 

13—14  „ 

247 

197 

444 

14—15  „ 

295 

227 

522 

15— 1()  „ 

216 

206 

422 

16—17  „ 

104 

114 

218 

“ Specials  ” (excluding  184  examined 

1,274 

1,067 

2,341 

“Routine”) 

239 

130 

369 

Totals  ... 

1,513 

1,197 

2,710 

Of  the  entrants,  practically  three-quarters  are  examined  in 
the  autumn  term,  the  numbers  in  the  other  two  terms  being 
comparatively  small. 

Taken  as  a whole,  there  are  no  very  marked  differences 
between  the  children  attending  Elementary  and  Secondary 
schools,  but  while  the  teeth  of  the  latter  appear  to  be  in  slightly 
better  condition  than  those  of  children  in  the  Elementary  Schools, 
Secondary  School  children  appear  to  be  somewhat  at  a dis- 
advantage in  respect  of  vision  and  hearing.  The  differences, 
however,  are  not  sufficiently  marked  for  more  than  passing 
reference. 

The  Head  Masters  take  much  trouble  in  ensuring  that 
referred  children  come  under  treatment  and  in  sending  me  reports 
on  the  various  cases,  and  it  is  satisfactory  that  the  Medical 
Inspectors  wrere  able' to  report  that  all  301  children  re-examined 
with  the  exception  of  16,  had  been  treated  : 17  per  cent,  were 
cured,  69.5  per  cent,  improved,  and  14  per  cent,  unchanged.  The 
majority  of  the  children  included  in  the  ‘‘  improved  ” group  (135 
out  of  198)  were  those  with  defective  vision,  which  was  not 
fully  corrected  by  glasses. 

During  the  year  1925  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
School  Dentists  to  visit  the  Secondary  Schools  in  their  respective 
areas  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  treatment  of  the  teeth 
of  “ Entrants  ” only.  510  children  were  examined  : of  the  333 
requiring  attention,  treatment  was  accepted  and  given  to  206. 


TABLE  A. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DURING  1925. 


Infection 

SCHOOL 

S CLOSED 

By  M.O.H. 
with 

approval  of 
S.M.O. 

By  S.M.O. 

By  R.D.C. 
and 

Managers 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

4 

„ and  Diphtheria  ... 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

13 

2 

— 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

Mumps 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

22 

2 

— 

24 
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GROUP  V.— UNCLEANUNESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS 


TABLE  B. 


PEDICULOSIS.— Following-up,  1925. 

Mixed 

Boys 

Oirls 

Infants 

Total 

(All 

Departments ) 

Departments 

525 

35 

36 

73 

669 

Number  of  Examinations 

46,732 

4,258 

4,825 

7,247 

63,062 

Children  examined 

40,480 

4,109 

3,947 

6,114 

54,650 

Children  infected 

3,779 

246 

558 

727 

5,310 

Percentage  infected 

9.3 

6.0 

14.2 

11.9 

9.7 

Cards : — 

Blue  (Mild) 

1,547 

79 

236 

305 

2,167 

Green  (Stronger) 

2,174 

120 

300 

442 

3,036 

Red  (Second  Warning) 

994 

25 

185 

242 

1,446 

Letters  (Subsequent  Warnings)  ... 

792 

18 

121 

128 

1,059 

Children  excluded... 

364 

2 

73 

72 

511 

Prosecutions  (under  Bye-Laws)  : — 

Results: — Fines 

6 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Cautioned  

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Withdrawn 

7 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Fines:— 1— £1 ; 1—10/6;  7—2/6 

The  average  number  of  visits  paid  by  School  Nurses  to  Schools  for  Pediculosis  Examinations  during 
1925  was  three.  (See  also  Group  V on  Table  IV) 


TABLE  C. 

TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 

Results  from  Commencement  of  Soheme. 


First  Inspection 
1915-16 

Age  6-8  years 

Second  Inspection 
1917-18 

Age  6-10  years 

Third  Inspection 
1919-21 

Age  6-10  years 

Fourth  Inspection * 
Mar.,  1921  -Mar.,  1922 
Age  6-10  years 

Fifth  Inspection 
Feb.,  1922—  Feb.,  1923 
Age  6-10  years 

Sixth  Inspection 
Feb.  to  Dec.,  1923 
Age  6 — 10  years 

'Seventh  Inspection 
Jan.  to  Nov.,  1924 
Age  6 — 10  years. 

Eighth  Inspection 

Sept.  1924  to  Sept.  1925 

Age  6 — 10  years. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No. 

Per  cent. 

No.  of  Departments  

364 

— 

123 

— 

452 

— 

452 

— 

445 

— 

439 

— 

433 

— 

430 

— 

No.  on  Registers  ... 

34,873 

— 

12,167 

— 

42,065 

— 

41,948 

— 

41,255 

— 

41,119 

— 

40,264 

— 

40,187 

— 

INSPECTION. 

Children  due  for  examination  . . 

8,518 

24.4 

5,438 

44.7 

18,927 

45.0 

18,489 

44.1 

18,183 

44.0 

17,381 

42.2 

16,114 

40.0 

15,448 

38.4 

of  No.  on  Registers  ! 

„ examined  

7,877 

92.5 

5,110 

94.0 

16,936 

89.5 

16,482 

89.1 

16,060 

88.3 

15,278 

87.9 

14,420 

89.5 

13,663 

88.5 

of  No.  due  for  Examination 

„ requiring  treatment 

4,176 

53.0 

2,673 

52.3 

10,300 

60.9 

10,341 

62.9 

9,892 

61.5 

9,709 

63.6 

8,905 

61.7 

8,793 

64.3 

of  No.  examined 

TREATMENT. 

Children  treated  by  Sohool  Dentist 

2,274 

54.4 

1,600 

59.8 

6,144 

59.6 

5,605 

54.2 

5,339 

54.0 

5,495 

56.5 

5,419 

60.9 

5,948 

67.6 

of  No.  requiring  treatment 

„ „ Dentist  privately 

51 

1.2 

27 

1.0 

270 

2.6 

64 

.6 

39 

.4 

34 

.4 

50 

.6 

40 

.5 

>»  >>  » 

„ absent  and  left 

363 

8.5 

194 

7.3 

765 

7.4 

203 

2.0 

83 

.8 

116 

1.2 

41 

.5 

32 

.4 

,,  *»  *> 

Balanoe  not  accepting  treatment  . . . 

1,498 

35.9 

852 

31.9 

3,121 

30.4 

4,469 

43.2 

4,431 

44.8 

4,064 

41.9 

3,395 

38.0 

2,773 

31.5 

>»  »>  *» 

Casuals  treated 

216 

— 

136 

— 

785 

- 

778 

- 

792 

— 

982 

— 

756 

— 

t 

1,055 

— 

♦Treatment  given  on  day  of  Inspection  from  June  1921  onwards  (part  4th  Rd.)  (See  also  Group  IV  of  Table  IV).  f Including  243  in  additional  age  groups  in  52  small  Sohools. 
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TABLE  I. 

RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
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OTHER  INSPECTIONS 


TABLE  II. 

RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31s4  DECEMBER,  1925. 


TABLE  III. 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA. 
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GROUP,  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  & THROAT. 
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TABLE  B. 


PEDICULOSIS.— Following-up,  1926. 


M ixed 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Total 
( All 

Departments) 

Departments 

547 

36 

33 

76 

692 

Number  of  Examinations 

47,583 

4,532 

4,380 

7,520 

64,015 

Children  examined 

43,013 

4,337 

3,605 

6,575 

57,530 

Children  infected 

3,533 

209 

457 

617 

4,816 

Percentage  infected 

8.2 

4.8 

12.7 

9.4 

8.4 

Cards  : — 

Blue  (Mild) 

1,640 

86 

193 

372 

2,291 

Green  (Stronger) 

1,749 

88 

253 

327 

2,417 

Red  (Second  Warning)  

796 

49 

192 

161 

1,198 

Letters  (Subsequent  Warnings) 

695 

16 

125 

105 

941 

Children  excluded... 

315 

7 

24 

56 

402 

Prosecutions  (under  Bye-Laws)  : — 

Results: — Fines 

5 

— 

1 

6 

Cautioned  

5 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Withdrawn 

4 

— 

2 

6 

Fines:— 1—5/-;  5—2/6; 


